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EDITORIAL 

At last a stamp event! Long awaited 
Ardingly. 

During this long period of stamp star-
vation I have moved from East-
bourne to Hastings and I have a first 
grandchild. 

On my first visit, his mother consid-
ered what use Grandads might be.  
She mused for a while, too long in my 
opinion, and then came up with 
“help him to collect stamps”.   

Well I’ve never been more surprised. 
To add to this, her older sister told 
me how much she appreciated my 
help starting her collection and how 
much she wished she’d carried on. 

All this unexpected philatelic enthusi-
asm from my family on one day, 
combined with an already emotional 
appreciation of a new born, finally 
overwhelmed me.       

Many thanks to;  Caroline, Andrew, 
Brian and Malcolm for sending arti-
cles and Robert for helping with pro-
duction — thank you—your time is 
appreciated. 

Please send your club news, pictures, 
items you’ve bought by mail or email to: 

   

Graham Morrow 

518d Old London Road,  

Hastings, TN35 5BN    

aspseditor@gmail.com     

The South Coast Group of  

The British Airmail Society  

We will be holding our Airmail meeting between 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. in 

the Conference Room on the first floor.  All will be welcome.  Come in, take 

a look at some of the best airmails in the country, and meet us.    

The regional organiser Josh Spoor should be here with his new book on the 

history of Sussex aviation until 1919. 

Flyers will be available, if it is something ASPS guests might be interested in 

(for Christmas). 

See you in the Conference room.  

Josh  
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Welcome to Ardingly 2021 
from the President John 
Bushell 
 
As President of the Association of Sussex 
Philatelic Societies may I welcome you 
to our Convention and Fair. 
 

It's been two years since our last con-
vention.  I hope you have been able to 
carry on with your collecting and 
keeping in touch with other philatelic 
members.  
 

My club, Mid Sussex Philatelic Society, 
have kept in touch with regular emails 
and of course our stamp packet.  We 
have not ventured into Zoom meetings 
as yet but I am sure it will come eventu-
ally. 
 

Some societies have held Zoom 
meetings and by all accounts they have 
proved to be very successful and worth-
while.  
 

The ASPS Committee held a Zoom 
meeting to decide the future of ASPS 
and surprisingly it went well.  I was 
pleased with the way members conduct-
ed themselves.  It was as though we 
were at a face-to-face meeting. 
 

This year's convention is also different to 
previous years.  There will be no compe-
titions or displays on the upper floor.  
This is because of covid restrictions, also 
we are unable to provide the cover re-
garding sanitation and distancing.  All 
the dealers this year will be on the 

ground floor where we will expect 
masks to be worn and social distancing 
to be observed.  Also we ask that you 
only attend if you have had two inocula-
tions against covid 19 or a clear test on 
the morning of October 9.  
 

This may prove to be difficult; please be 
tolerant and bear with us.  We have 
had to meet the requirements as laid 
down by government and our hirer to 
put on this event. 
 

Cavendish have again offered sponsor-
ship to ASPS for this event which we are 
grateful for their generosity and 
continued support. 
 

The AGM is also our first for two years 
due to covid restrictions.  As your presi-
dent I have been in office for five 
years (instead of four), therefore I will 
have to stand down from this AGM. 
 

In my time as President I have not ful-
filled several challenges which I set my-
self.  This has been mainly due to my 
own ill health which restricted my trav-
elling any distances and my wife, Chris-
tine, becoming ill with cancer.  We have 
both been in isolation for nearly two 
years which also meant no social mixing 
or going out.  Coronavirus took away 
nearly 18 months of stamp meetings 
and ASPS Spring Convention at Fel-

bridge.  Hopefully, coronavirus will not 
be such a threat in 2022 and our spring 
convention can be reinstated.  My 
thanks go to Chris and Gill Rapley for 
their cooperation through this long and 
difficult time. 
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At the AGM I am sure that we will be in 
a reflective mood. It has been two 
years since we last got together and 
many things have happened in some 
form or another. We have lost friends, 
either through coronavirus or other 

causes which have affected us in some 
way.  
 

Let's be positive in our approach and 
look to the future with renewed 
optimism. All of us, including all the 
people who make our hobby possible, 
look forward to a bright and exciting 
2022. 
 

May I thank the ASPS Committee for all 
their work over the term of my presi-
dency.  Without their knowledgeable 
guidance and support I would have 

struggled at times to fulfil this challeng-
ing role. 
 

To the dealers who have managed to 
keep their heads above water, ASPS 
hope it will as good for you as it will be 
for your customers.  May I thank our 
advertisers for supporting our event.  
This is greatly appreciated.  Finally.  To 
Jim Etherington who has mastered this 
event for many years, his team, also 
the staff at the Ardingly Showground 
who have pulled out all the stops to 
make this a special day for Sussex phi-
lately. 

John Bushell (President, ASPS). 

Please telephone for                          

an appointment  



 6 

A Very Personal  

Collection 

   by Caroline Laws  
 

I resurrected a childhood hobby and to 

my joy I found Hastings and East Sussex 

Philatelic Society just a few years ago. 

My collection at the time was very small, 

mostly GB stamps (it has grown consider-

ably since).  I decided to start another 

collection, I wanted my new collection to 

be something I had a connection to. 

In 1982 I had a job in Scotland within 

N.A.T.O. / M.O.D. and played a very small 

part in the supply chain of ammunition 

and supplies during the Falkland Islands 

War. So the Falkland Islands was going to 

be my next collection. 

At my first bourse at Hastings stamp club 

I bought some Falkland Islands stamps, 

soon followed by some Argentine, Islas 

Malvinas stamps, as they are all part of 

the story.   

I found a FDC of the Islas Malvinas dated 

12 Junio 1982 (Fig 1) no doubt a propa-

ganda issue, as a few days later, the Ar-

gentine Commander, Menen-

dez ,surrendered to Major General J. J. 

Moore at 2359hrs 14th of June 1982. 

My son got the opportunity to visit the 

Falkland Islands in 2018 and he was given 

strict instructions not to return home 

without some stamps and to send me a 

postcard.   

 

Continued on page 8….  

 

(Fig 1) First day cover of the Islas Malvinas postmarked two days prior to surrender.  
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Instructions obeyed - allowed home - but 

the postcard had a very disappointingly 

indistinct Stanley postmark. 

This year another opportunity arose for 

me to get some Falkland Islands stamps 

posted to me.  Much to my delight a 

letter arrived with a pristine Stanley post-

mark (top right) and the added bonus is a 

beautifully embellished envelope marked 

Falkland Islands Gateway to Antarctica, 

(below). 

This little speck of lands in the South At-

lantic has been fought over since it was 

first landed by the British on the 27th 

January 1690. 

Due to the Falkland Islands War of 1982 

we all now know where it is.  Every time I 

look at or add to my collection I spend a 

little time to remember the 'lads' who 

ventured so far to liberate the island. 

 

Caroline Laws  



 9 

 



 10 

 Stamp sorting at Oxfam 
Recently a call went out to our local phil-
atelic society for someone “who knew 
stamps” to help out at the local Oxfam 
shop.  Being un-gainfully unemployed for 
a while now, I decided to stick my hand 
in the air and muck in.  

“I do a couple of afternoons a 
week and have to say that it is a 
nice change of wallpaper, so to 
speak.  Comes complete with a 
very eclectic and eccentric bunch 
of good people”. 

I am shown a few small drawers full of 
stamps and think, ‘OK, I can deal with 
that’.  Then I am shown the dozen or so 
banana boxes stuffed with yet more 
stamp.  ‘Oh.’ Where do you start? ‘Get 
the rubbish out the way so I can get to 
the penny reds’(*), I thought and pro-
ceeded to sort out big 50p bags of on-
paper Machins(*) and things I think are 
called Smilers, neither of which hold any 
fascination for me.  Next, on-paper, all 
word mix at maybe a pound.  Then I real-
ised that there were a lot of totally un-
used modern mint stamps that are worth 
real money as postage stamps.  I am 
quick like that.  

Christmas stamps?  There are billions of 
them and I have to put them in the same 
hopper as Machins.  There is a bit more 
hope for commemoratives as there is a 
thing called thematic philately(*).  I am 
more than happy if someone wants to 
collect stamps with Spitfires, kitty cats or 
mushrooms on them.  As well as being a 

fun pastime, 
stamps can be a 
door that leads 
onto further 
research and 
learning. If we 
can make a 
pound or two 
for charity then 
all the better.  

What about the off paper pre decimal 
stuff? Uuummm.  More work needed I 
think. 

This process continued and led to an in-
ternal debate of what was the real worth 
of these bits of paper we collect.  Not 
only what we could charge in the Oxfam 
shop, but also taking into account the 
much wider present situation and future 
of the hobby.  

 “Being a volunteer, it is possible 
to stare blankly at a wall for half 
an hour and not get the sack.  
Which is lucky”. 

It’s probably true that the number of col-
lectors in this country has fallen due to 
the youngsters having so many digital 
distractions. But around the world 
(China! India!), the increasing number of 
collectors has probably maintained de-
mand or better.  And the older the 
stamp, the more certain that demand is. 

But what about all those Machins? Well I 
suppose the gold ones could be sold to 
Britain’s Got Talent for when one of the 
judges presses the golden button (if you   

continued on page 12 
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INSURE YOUR COLLECTION 
REPLACEMENT VALUE,  A L L   R I S K S ,   N O   E X C E S S  

Includes whilst on display or on Exhibition anywhere in Europe. 

Worldwide cover can be arranged. 
 

Stamps & Postcards  £6,250 cover - £26 p.a.*  £10,000 for £38 p.a.* 

Other Collectables      £5,000 cover - £231 p.a.*  £10,000 for £56 p.a.*     * plus IPT 
 

CIRCULATING PACKETS,  CUPS & TROPHIES,  AUCTIONS,   

EXHIBITIONS , PUBLIC LIABILITY for COLLECTOR SOCIETIES 
 

SPECIAL SCHEMES for OTHER SOCIETIES AND DEALERS  

Please write, telephone or fax. for a quotation 

S T A M P    I N S U R A N C E    S E R V I C E S  

CGI Services Limited,  29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE 

www.stampinsurance.co.uk 

tel: 01392 433 949      fax: 01392 427 632 
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 have never watched this, you are er... 
lucky).  The other colours? Wedding con-
fetti?  BBQ briquettes?  Mixed with tar to 
fix potholes?  

What is the future of the Royal Mail? 
Who a few years down the line will use 
postage stamps to pay for in person de-
liveries?  Will the Royal mail become an-
other UPS, DHL or just become a subsidi-
ary of Amazon? What will it be called 
after dropping the Royal bit, ‘Mail’? Per-
haps ‘Brit Mail’, or maybe ‘English, 
Northern Ireland and some parts of 
Wales Mail’ (ENIaspoWM for short)? Or 
is all this just a bit too political he asked 
rhetorically?  Will the opportunity to col-
lect evidence of tax paid be reduced to a 
bar code on an address label? Probably. 
But is this a bad thing? 

Stamps: 1840-2037 - RIP.  

Nearly 200 years would not be a bad rec-
ord, just beating the Rolling Stones. And 
just like a music legend falling off its’ 
perch, the event will draw a neat line 
underneath it all and everything will go 
up in value. At that point collectors will 
look at the whole era and look for exam-
ples of postal use covering A to Z and 
they will hit an ever steepening scree 
when they get to about 1990 onwards. 
Because who the heck is collecting postal 
history as it really is?  

Collectors moan that their envelope was 
delivered without a postal cancellation, 
but it does have a scribble of Biro© or 
Sharpie© or even no cancellation at all! 
Roland Hill would be very miffed indeed. 

But, (That’s a big but. Did you notice?) 

that is part of the postal history of this 

country. Who is collecting this?  If you 
are one of the ones who is cutting the 
Machins off the cover and sending them 
into Oxfam, please don’t bother. They 
are much more valuable in situ.  Yes, I 
know they are a pain to store, but they 
will be easier to retrieve than digging up 
the road and scraping the tar off.   

The next time you pass a charity shop, 
pop in.  Occasionally they will have some-
thing that you will be glad to find.  If you 
find me staring at a wall, leave me be and 
come back later. 

Andrew Patmore 

(*) Glossary   

Penny red – The mainstay stamp of 
Queen Victoria’s reign.  A glorious crea-
tion of exquisite design and endless sub-
tle variation.  Usually 
studied by those of a 
more discerning na-
ture. 

 

Machins – The over-
produced stamp type 
of Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign. A quick fix de-
sign that they change the colour of now 
and again to try and make it more inter-
esting, except when they get lazy and just 
put “1st” or “2nd” to save time. Collected 
by people who are frankly a bit odd. 

Thematic philately – Why not?  
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The Association of Sussex Philatelic Societies    

welcome you to Ardingly. 

The following three pages are your floor plan for this event to help you find your 

favourite dealers.   We hope you enjoy yourself finding tempting items, meeting old 

friends and making new ones. 

Thank you for attending this event and please remember your contribution to the 

tombola is a greatly valued, as it helps us remain inclusive to families and younger 

members without an entrance fee.  

Please note the café is upstairs this year.   ASPS AGM is at 2pm in the Conference 

room on the first floor. 
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Dealers attending Ardingly 2021 

22      David Ager   GB/Commonwealth      
21      Allworldph.com Ltd Stamps and Postal History 
16      Martin Appleton  Foreign and Commonwealth stamps & Postal History 
8        John Armstone  Fine used Europe, Australia, NZ, Canada and USA 
11      Arun Stamps   GB Stamps/Postal History  
31      Anthony Baker  Fine stamps from Great Britain and the Common wealth 
18      Cavendish Auctions 
12      Derek Fulluck    Stamps/Commonwealth/Germany 
30      Mike Gibbs   GB/Commonwealth/France/Thematics 
35      Roger Harrison  Commonwealth, George VI 
27      Hugh Johnson   World Covers, Postcards & Stamps 
26      Solent Stamps   All World Stamps and Covers 
20      Richardson & Copp British Commonwealth up to 1960 & World covers 
1        Malcolm Lacey   Postal history/Postal Stationery 
9        Paula Cant    Thematic Stamps/World New Issues 
7        Robert Danzig  GB postal history, cancellations & fine stamps on cover 
29      Stephen Taylor  USA postal history, USA postal stationery & USA  covers 
6        The Magpie   Postal History & Postcards 
15      Andy Moore    GB/Commonwealth/Europe/USA/Postal History 
34      Paper Heritage  Foreign Stamps/Classics-Modern/Thematics 
5        Richard Park   Cover Collecting/Postal History   
32      Trevor Pateman  Stamps/Postal History before 1950 especially Russia and  
    E Europe  
23      John Perriman   Stamps & Postal History 
4        Chris Rainey     Commonwealth Postal History 
33      Neil Sargent  Postal Stationery  
19      John Terry    GB/German Stamps/British Postcards 
28      Thames Themes Thematic & Topical Philately 
2/3    Clive Turner   Postcards/Cigarette Cards 

25      Robert Uden   European Stamps and Postal History 

24      Malcolm Vigar   GB/World Stamps/Covers 

10      Angela Vigar   GB/World Stamps/Covers 

17      Lorne Webb    GB/Commonwealth/World 

13/14 Martin Wybrow  Worldwide stamps, catalogues and accessories 



 15 



 16 

NOT ANOTHER WARDROBE… or even 

an attic 

At the very beginning of lockdown, I got 

on with lots of things which had been 

pending for some time, including writing 

up a piece about a collection which I had 

been asked to assess for a widow. This 

was published in ASPS News, under the 

title of A Lion, A Witch and a Wardrobe. 

“Unwisely I finished the article 

with a suggestion of a possible 

follow up.  The Editor invited me 

to continue the story.   

First, if I bored you last time, then you 

can miss the next couple of pages, 

though this piece is not a follow on but 

another story.  There may well be some 

mileage from “the collections in the 

attic”, but due to the events of the past 

year or so, that story has yet to emerge. 

This story relates to contact with the East 

Grinstead club to advise on the disposal 

of stamps.  Not an unusual occurrence 

you might think, but read on …. 

The initial contact came to me, in my ca-

pacity of club secretary.  Several emails 

were exchanged, without knowing the 

extent of the collection or the location of 

the owner/enquirer. 

By about September/October I had ascer-

tained that the owner did live in East 

Grinstead: he had no interest in stamps, 

but there were lots of them, either in 

boxes, or still to be collected together, 

and he wanted to get rid of them:  when 

could I collect them? Though I would 

need a car!  

After a few more emails, the Chairman 

and I went to collect the boxes.  

“Although a 1980’s house, it was 

in a rather dilapidated state, and 

we were rather glad we were 

not going to be invited in.  

In fact it has become known as the 

haunted house. There were six or seven 

bags, handed over on the doorstep, each 

with two box files, although the owner 

wanted the bags back. 

The boxes up to that point, unexamined, 

were put in my garage, but we “sampled” 

one of them: to our surprise all we found 

was a lot of packages which had been 

received through the post, but all uno-

pened . We then looked in the other box-

es … all the same. There must have been 

several  hundred envelopes and packages 

of all sizes, without a clue as to what they 

contained. 

By this time we were into the November 

lockdown, and then Christmas (such as it 

was) was on the horizon.  I did open the  

Continued on page 18 
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If you would like your Club report or Society news pub-

lished here please email it to:  aspseditor@gmail.com 

or post it to:  ASPS editor , 518d Old London Road,                       

       Hastings,  TN35 5BN  

Society Meetings 2020 
 
October  
 
 
14 Eastbourne The masters postcards    Kevin Dillistone  
21 Hastings Kevin & Chris      Kevin Dillistone &  

          Chris Dadswell 
27 Eastbourne Auction Viewing (Large hall)   
28 Eastbourne   Switzerland       Graham Little 

 
 
November  
 
3 Eastbourne  Auction (Large hall)  
4 Hastings  Postal history competitions   Members 
11 Eastbourne  M, N and O       Members 
18 Hastings Postcards      Members 
25 Eastbourne  One sheet competition     Members 
 
 

December 
 
2 Hastings  Auction 
9 Eastbourne  Christmas      David Hague 
16 Hastings Xmas raffle & bourse     
23 Eastbourne Christmas party  
29  Eastbourne  Auction viewing (Large hall) 
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   envelopes from one box, and found 
that they contained GB stamps from 
all periods, bought on Ebay.   

Nothing further happened until after 
Christmas, when I was asked to col-
lect four more box files.  Given that 
we were in another lockdown, I 
spent many a happy hour opening all 
the packages, well it was Christmas. 

The resulting pile of stamps on stock-
cards, in envelopes, plus presenta-
tion packs and first day covers (all GB 
material), had no reason to it. 

We had originally suggested that the 
options were to call in a dealer or 
use our  twice yearly auctions.  Clear-
ly the former was out of the question 
whilst everything remained in enve-
lopes, and the latter was becoming 
unrealistic given the quantity of ma-
terial. 

I had kept in touch with the Chair-
man, and given that we were in lock-
down, we agreed to meet in my gar-
age, suitably masked, to consider 
what we could do.  I had also con-
tacted the owner and confirmed that 
he had no interest, other than finan-
cial, and he wanted our action not 
advice. 

There were considerably less box 
files, once all stamps and covers had 
been removed from the packaging, 
and I had done a preliminary sort: 
there were cards with individual 
stamps and sets, stock cards with 

duplicated ranges of definitive issues, 
envelopes with selections of stamps, 
all ranging from QV – QEII.   

There were a couple of hundred 
presentation packs, with duplication, 
and a pile of first day covers (hand 
written, typed, with  local & Philatelic 
Bureau cancels). 

The better material has been pre-
pared for a club auction with QV line 
engraved (including a Penny Black), 
surface printed issues, penny reds on 
cover, and KEVII , KGV & KG VI in-
cluding some high values. 

We didn’t think the Club would want 
an all GB auction, and any way there 
was far too much material, so we 
decided to sell the packs for postage, 
and speak to one or two people (we 
had  contacts) and prepare some 
twenty lots for our next auction. This 
in itself has been a moveable feast 
due to covid restrictions etc. and my 
garage had already got fifty lots 
ready and waiting. 

Whilst the owner was kept informed, 
he only acknowledged our action and 
in no way either questioned or inter-
fered.  At a club auction we only take 
10% as commission, but we did ask 
for 20% of all sales in this case, due 
to the work involved. 

The result to date is that the owner 
has been paid for the postage sales, 
and also  
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for some  bulkier lots which have been 

sold separately.  The first lots for auction 

will finally get sold (hopefully) on 5 Octo-

ber.  Then there will still be a further 

twenty or so lots for a further sale, plus 

any amount of duplicated material still to 

be disposed of. 

“So at least the Club will benefit 

from a reasonable income at an 

otherwise difficult time for club.” 

In the meantime the owner has found 

another two or three box files … … 

There must be a moral here somewhere, 

and next time there is a phone call or 

email saying “I wonder if the Stamp Club 

can help me” we will ask a lot more ques-

tions.   

 

Malcolm Green,  Secretary EGSPC 

   September 2021 
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Brian Beach wrote to me and says;  “For 

many years my collecting interests have 

been Japan but over the last few months I 

have turned my interest to Austria.  I am 

enclosing some photocopies of some 

items from my Japanese collection”. 

He didn’t say it was such highly desirable 

material from the Russian-Japanese war 

period.  So here we go: 

The subject is Major General Sir William 

Grant Macpherson KCMG.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  Brian sent notes of key points in his life:  

 b. 27 Jan 1858, (Kilmuir)Educated : Edin-

burgh, Tubingen & Leipzig Univ. MA Hons 

Classic & Greek (Edin), m. 1884, remar-

ried 1910, Commissioned: 1883 British 

missions to Morocco ,1892 & 1896 S Afri-

ca, 1902-03 Attached to Japanese Army 

in Manchuria ,24 Mar 1904 to 21 Dec 

1905 Panama & Cuba, 1908 British repre-

sentative to Geneva Convention ,1906 

Director of staff college Quetta 1911-14, 

France 1914-18, Director medical ser-

vices 1st Army Macedonia Salonika 1915-

16 , Hon Physician to HM King CB 1916, 

FRGS Japanese War Medal and Order of 

the Sacred Treasure 3rd class 1907, Com-

mander Legion Honour and Crown of 

Italy 1917, USA distinguished service 

medal, d. 15 Oct 1937.  

Some items           

from my Japanese        

collection                

by Brian Beach  

PC from Lt Col MacPherson RAMC 

British military observer to his wife 

dated 24 April 1904.   

Continue on page 22... 



 21 



 22 

  

 

 

The letter says “Drinking your health in 

your Benedictine, what news of taking 

port Arthur we are likely to be drinking 

till the year goes out.  After an official 

reception to pay respects and congratu-

late our general we rode 7 or 8 miles in 

the afternoon to visit Marshall  Oyama.  

He tells me he has a Balaclava hat made 

by you which he wears”.   

The pictures on the letter above are pho-

tos of the Infantry preparing to fight 

near Liao Yang. 

The next letter is written the following 

day, he tells his wife she “has never been 

out of his thoughts”.  And if you’re won-

dering what that random circle is on the 

correspondence, he says “I lost my eye-

glass for the first time yesterday and 

when I went to get another from the 

packet I found them all in smithereens!  

So please send by post 6 eyeglasses 

about the size of the circle the strength 

of the glass being –3D (minus 3 Dioptric).  

He signs himself ‘Pip.’ 

So many thanks to Brian for making the 

effort to send this material.  I’m not sure 

I did it justice via scale or write-up but I 

am, and I’m sure we are all, very grateful 

for seeing it. 

PC from Lt Col MacPherson to his wife 

dated 28 August 1904 following the 

battle of Anshantien.   

Above from Lt Col MacPherson to his wife 

dated 1 Jan 1905.   

PC from Lt Col MacPherson to his wife 

dated 28 May 1905.   
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